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LATIN AI1ERICA BRIEF ■HHHH 

CHILE: THE CATHOLIC CHURCH HAS ISSUED ITS TOUGHEXTCRITICISM 

VET ON THE JUNTA, CONDEMNING NOT ONLY THE RECENT BAN ON ALL 

i 

REMAINING POLITICAL PARTIES -.BUT ALSO ATTACKING A VARIETY 0 f GOVERN- 
MENT POLICIES ‘AND ATTITUDES 

THE BLAST WAS LEVELED IN A LENGTHY NEWSPAPER ANNOUNCERENT 
SPONSOR EDBY ThE P E R Ma nEnT COMMITTEE OF THE' COUNCIL OF BISHOPS- THE 
BISHOPS EXAMINED SUCH AREAS AS MISSING PERSONS. THE ROLE OF POLITICAL 
PARTIES, FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION. AND THE GENERAL ECONOMIC S I T U AT I 0 N . 

ON ALL ISSUES ‘THE CLERGYMEN MINCED HO WORDS IN EXPRESSING THEIR 
„>ISSATI SF ACTION VlTH THE WAY THE PINOCHET GOVERNRENT HAS PROCEEDED. 

THE CHURCHMEN SAVED THEIR STRONGEST 
LANGUAGE FOR THE SECTION ON THE CONST I TUTI ON AND THE LAO. THE 
CLERICS BELIEVE “THERE WILL NOTBEFUlL GUARANTEES OF RESPECT FOR 

t 

HUMAN RIGHTS AS LONG AS 'THE COUNTRY HAS NO CONSTITUTION. OLD OR NEW. 

i 

AND RATIFIED BY POPULAR 'SUFFRAGE* WHILE LAWS ARE NOT DADE BY 

[ 

LEGITIMATE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CITIZENRY; AND WHILE ALL GOVERN- 
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i MENT ORGANS. FROM THE HIGHEST TO THE LOWEST, ARE NOT SUBJECT TO THE 
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SARCASTIC TONE-, HAS PRODUCED A BLATANTLY POLITICAL DOCUMENT DESIGNED 

CO EVERT THE GREATEST POSSIBLE PRESSURE OH THE JUNTA^[ 

I THE CHURCH’ STATEMENT, HAS DRAWN A HARSH RESPONSE FROM JULIO DURAN-, 

PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL' LaK ASSOCIATION. DURAN HAS LABELED THE 
! 1 • 

CHURCH A “POLITICAL PARTY” WHICH V lo lAtE S THE b a n 0 N PARTISAN 
i 

ACTIVITY-. AND A s SEEKINo TO CONTROL PUBLIC OPINION. THE GOVERNMENT 

HAS respond* 






